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African American Studies and History



Home Address:

The University of Mississippi





156 Peyton Circle

309 Longstreet 






Oxford, MS 38655

University, MS 38677






Phone: (662) 281-0124

Phone: (662) 915-5978; FAX: (662)915-5675


Cell: (662) 607-1781
Email: cross@olemiss.edu
Education:

Ph.D., The Ohio State University, History, 1996


M.A., The Ohio State University, History, 1992


M.A., The Ohio State University, Black Studies, 1989


B.A., Stillman College, (Alabama), History, 1986

Academic Employment:

Professor, Department of History and African American Studies Program,



The University of Mississippi, July 2016


Director, African American Studies Program, University of Mississippi,



July 2006 to May 2019


Associate Professor, Department of History and African American Studies Program,



The University of Mississippi, July 2002 to June 2016

Interim Director, African American Studies Program, University of Mississippi,



July 2002 to June 2006


Acting Chair, African American Studies Program, University of Mississippi,




Spring 1997


Assistant Professor, Department of History and African American Studies Program,



The University of Mississippi, August 1996 to June 2002


Director, Academic Programs, College Bound Program, College of Social Work,



The Ohio State University, 1996-1999

Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of History and African American Studies Program, University of Mississippi, 1995-96


Teaching Assistant, Department of History, The Ohio State University, 1992-95


Academic Advisor, University College, The Ohio State University, 1990-93

Publications:
Books:


Mavericks, Money, and Men: The AFL, Black Players, and the Evolution of Modern,
Football.  Temple University Press, 2016.
Race and Sport The Struggle for Equality on and off the Field. Edited by Charles K

Ross, University Press of Mississippi, 2004.


Charles K. Ross, Marianne Bumgarner-Davis, and Leonard Moore.  Instructor’s Manual
and Test Bank. Boston: McGraw-Hill, 2000, for From Slavery to Freedom.
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Books:

Outside the Lines: African Americans and the Integration of the National Football

League.  New York University Press, 1999.
Chapters in Books:

“A Historical Legacy of Black Male Leadership: Medgar Evers” Brothers of the

Academy Up and Coming Black Scholars Earning Our Way in Higher Education, ed. Lee Jones (Sterling, Virginia: Stylus, 2000), 286-295.

Book Reviews:

Willie Mays: Baseball’s All-Time Greatest Hitters Series.  Mary Kay Linge.  (Westport,

Conn.: Greenwood Press, 2005. Pp. xxi+184.) Journal of Sport History, Vol. 32, No. 3 (Fall 2005): 408-409.

Not the Triumph but the Struggle: The 1968 Olympics and the Making of the

Black Athlete. Amy Bass. (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2002. Pp. xxvi, 438.) American Historical Review, Vol. 108, No. 5 (December 2003): 1481-1482.
Essay:
“Race and Tim Tebow”: Speakeasy, arts and culture blog for the Wall Street Journal,

published January 14, 2012.
Lectures at Colleges and Universities:

University of Mississippi, “African American Studies in the Family: 50 Years of Activism from Ohio State University to the University of Mississippi, 1969-2019,” sponsored by The College of Liberal Arts IDEAS forum, February 18, 2020.

University of Alabama, “Black players in the AFL, protests and the SEC,” SEC Faculty Travel Grant sponsored by The College of Communication and Information Sciences, Dr. Meredith Bagley, October, 2018.

University of Mississippi, “Protest in Pro Football, the 1965 AFL Boycott and Colin Kapernick,” Center for the Study of Southern Culture, September, 2018.

University of Mississippi Desoto Campus, “The Integration of College Football in the South and the University of Mississippi,” sponsored Dr. Robert Fleeger, April, 2012.


University of Alabama in Huntsville, “Race and Sport: The Struggle for Equality on and


off the Field,” sponsored by UAH History Forum, October, 2004.


Southern University, “Race and Sport: Where do we go from here?” sponsored by the


Black History Month Committee, February, 2003.


Louisiana State University, “The History of Black Players in the NFL,” sponsored by 


the Black Cultural Center, April, 2000.

The Ohio State University, “Researching and Writing of Outside the Lines,” sponsored by the College Bound Program & Black Cultural Center, February, 2000.
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Lectures at Colleges and Universities:

University of Mississippi, “The Jackie Robinsons of American Football,” Liberal Arts Faculty Forum, January, 2000.

University of Mississippi, “The Impact of Segregation on Professional Football in the South, 1950-1960,” Center for the Study of Southern Culture, February, 1997.

The University of Mississippi, “Ebonics, Myth or Reality” sponsored by Black Student 

Union, February, 1997.

University of Mississippi, “Plessey v. Ferguson and Racial Segregation in Professional  Sports,” Black Law Students Association, February, 1996.
The Ohio State University, “History of African American Professional Football Players, 


1904-1962,” sponsored by the Diop Historical Society, April, 1995.

Selected Conferences and Seminars:

Attended Universities Studying Slavery Conference Business Meeting at University of Virginia, presented research from University of Mississippi Slavery Research Group, Charlottesville, VA, March 5-6, 2020.

Attended workshop sponsored by Dr. Edward Baptist to collaborate on project titled “Freedom on the Move,” a crowdsourced database of  runaway slave ads, presented research from University of Mississippi Slavery Research Group, Ithaca, NY, October 12, 2018.
Attended workshop sponsored by Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study at Harvard University which discussed the legacy of slavery at Universities, presented research from University of Mississippi Slavery Research Group, Cambridge, MA, March 2, 2017.
Panel Discussion participant “50th Anniversary Symposium of Black Studies at Ohio State University,” sponsored by the Department of African American and African Studies, Ohio State University, September 13-14, 2019.


Presentation made at Mississippi Sports Hall of Fame as part of Hometown Teams Smithsonian Traveling Exhibit, titled “African Americans in Sport from Mississippi,” talk given as Program Scholar for Mississippi Humanities Council, April 20, 2016.

Presenter and Panel Discussion participant “African American Culture & Sports Seminar,” sponsored by the African American Studies Program, University of Houston, February 5, 2016.
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Selected Conferences and Seminars:

Panel Discussion participant “Passing the Ball, Race and Sport Conference,” sponsored by the Organization of African American Studies Graduate Students, Temple University, April 19 & 20, 2013.

Panel Discussion participant sponsored by the African American Studies Program, Mississippi State University, Starkville, Mississippi, September, 18, 2008.

Program participant with NFL Hall of Famer Bill Willis and Book Signing sponsored by 

National Underground Railroad Freedom Center, Cincinnati, Ohio, September 16, 2006.

Panel Discussion participant sponsored by the Pro Football Hall of Fame, Black History Month Program, Canton, Ohio, February 9, 2006.


Attended Seventh Annual Fritz Pollard Alliance Foundation meeting/awards reception as 


part of the NFL Combine as author of “Outside the Lines,” Indianapolis, Indiana,

February 26, 2010.

Panel Discussion participant sponsored by Congressional Black Caucus Foundation-Annual Legislative Conference, hosted by Representative John Conyers and Representative Donald Payne, session titled “From the Field to the Front Office: Diversity in the Sports Industry,” Washington, D.C., September 25, 2003.


Videoconference sponsored by “Brothers of the Academy,” discussed various issues concerning black males in higher education, Auburn University, March 8, 2002.


Presentation made at the NFL’s Player Development Steering Committee meeting, titled 

“The Historical Opportunities and Experiences of Players in the National Football League,” Leesburg, Virginia, April 29, 2001.

Attended working session as chapter author of Brothers of the Academy, at the 2000 

meeting of The American Educational Research Association, New Orleans, Louisiana, April 26-27, 2000.

Attended working session as member of Focus Group designed to update textbook


From Slavery to Freedom, at the 1998 meeting of the Southern Historical Association,


Birmingham, Alabama, November 12-15, 1998.


Presented Paper titled “The Black Player Experience in the NFL during the Golden


Decade of the 1950's,” Pro Football In American Life Symposium, Pro Football Hall of


Fame, Canton, Ohio, October 14-17, 1998.

Charles K. Ross



VITA                                                               Page 5

Selected Conferences and Seminars:

Presented Paper titled “Fritz Pollard and the Establishment of the Color Barrier in the


National Football League,” North American Society for Sport History, University of

Windsor, Canada, May 22-25, 1998.
Courses Taught:

AAS 350: Special Topics in African-American Studies-History of African-Americans in Film and Television


AAS 440/HIS 328: History of African Americans in Sport


History 606: Readings in U.S. history from the Civil War to the Present


History 106: American History Since 1865


AAS 201: African-American Experience I


AAS 202: African-American Experience II


History 307/Afro 325: African American History to 1865


History 308/Afro 326: African American History Since 1865
AAS 350: Special Topics in African-American Studies-History of African-Americans in Sport

AAS 350: Special Topics in African-American Studies-History of African-Americans from 1954 to 1970

History 400: Undergraduate Seminar in History-History of Sport in 20th Century America

AAS 498: African-American Studies Directed Study

History 509/AAS 509: Historiography of African American History

History 702: Research Seminar in United States History from the Civil War to the Present

History 151: American History To 1877 (Teaching Assistant The Ohio State University)

History152: American History Since 1877 (Teaching Assistant The Ohio State University)
Related Professional Activities:
Member, Athletics Diversity Committee, Department of Athletics, University of


Mississippi, 2016-2019.

Member, Chancellor Transition Advisory Committee, University of Mississippi,


Chancellor Michael Vitter, 2015-2016.
Member, Search Committee for Chair, Department of Psychology, University of 


Mississippi, Department of Psychology, 2015-2016.
Member, Search Committee for Assistant Professor of Revolutionary Era History,


University of Mississippi, Arch Dalrymple III Department of History, 2015-2016.

Member, Monuments Task Force Committee, appointed by interim Chancellor Morris

Stocks, 2015-2017.
Member, UM Campus Search Advisory Committee for Chancellor of the University of

Mississippi, Institutions of Higher Learning Board, Jackson, Mississippi, 2015-2016.
Member, Search Committee for Assistant Professor of Medieval Europe History,


University of Mississippi, Department of History, 2015.

Member, Search Committee for Visiting Assistant Professor of American History,


University of Mississippi, Department of History, 2015.
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Related Professional Activities:

Member, Search Committee for Vice-Chancellor of Diversity and Community

Engagement, University of Mississippi, 2015.
Program Scholar, Mississippi Humanities Council, Jackson, Mississippi, Museum on


Main Street, Hometown Teams Selection Committee, 2014-Present.
Member, Faculty Senate, University of Mississippi, 2013-Spring 2016.

Member, Chair Search Committee for Assistant Professor of U.S. South, University of


Mississippi, Department of History, 2013-2014

Member, Sensitivity and Respect Committee, appointed by Chancellor to review and 


provide suggestions regarding campus environment, University of Mississippi


2012-2014.

Member, Incident Review Committee, appointed by Chancellor to review racial incidents
that occurred on night of November 6, 2012, University of Mississippi 2012-2013.
Member, Search Committee for Assistant Professor of African American Studies

 
and History, University of Mississippi, 2012-2013.
Member, Search Committee for Assistant Professor of 20th Century U.S. South,
University of Mississippi, Department of History, 2012-2013.

Chair, and member Civil Rights Subcommittee, appointed and charged by the

Chancellor to oversee commemorative campus activities surrounding fifty

years of integration at the University of Mississippi, 2011-2012.
Member, Search Committee for Assistant Professor of African American Studies, English

and Creative Writing, University of Mississippi, African American Studies Program and Department of English, 2011-2012.

Member, Search Committee for Dean of Applied Sciences, University of Mississippi,

2011-2012.
Member, Search Committee for Dean of Applied Sciences, University of Mississippi,

2010-2011.

Member, Search Committee for Assistant Professor of Croft Institute for International

Studies and History, University of Mississippi, 2010. 
Member, Search Committee for Assistant Professor of African American Studies and 

History, University of Mississippi, 2009-2010.

Member, Search Committee for Assistant Professor of Latin American history,

University of Mississippi, 2008-2009.

Member, Search Committee for Assistant Professor of African American Studies and English,

University of Mississippi, African American Studies Program and Department of English, 2006-2007.
Member, Search Committee for Assistant Professor of Political Science and African-


American Studies, University of Mississippi, African-American Studies Program,


2004-2005.
Member, Search Committee for Assistant Professor of African history, University of Mississippi,

Department of History, 2005-2006.

President, and Member of the Black Faculty and Staff Organization, University of Mississippi,

2002-2006.
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Related Professional Activities:


Member, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, Courses and Curricula Committee

University of Mississippi, 2002-2019.

Member, McDonnell-Barksdale Honors College Council, University of Mississippi, 2002-2012.

Member, Search Committee for Assistant Professor of Political Science and Afro-


American Studies, University of Mississippi, Afro-American Studies Program,

2001-2002.

Member, Search Committee for Assistant Professor of African history, University of 


Mississippi, Department of History, 2000.

Member, Faculty Senate, University of Mississippi, 2000.

Member, Search Committee for Advanced Assistant Professor of Early Modern English

History, University of Mississippi, Department of History, 1999-2000.

Member, Search Committee for Assistant Professor of Political Science and Afro-

American Studies, University of Mississippi, 1998-1999.
Member, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, Courses and Curricula Committee


University of Mississippi, (Spring 1997).

Member, Black History Month Committee, University of Mississippi, 1996-2017.

Advisor, Black Student Union, University of Mississippi, 1996-1998.
Selected Media Appearances:

Interviewed by Michael Powell of the New York Times for story on “Warren Moon, Who Helped Clear Way for Black Quarterbacks, Recalls His Struggles,” February 5, 2016.
Interviewed by Ed Lavandera of CNN for story on “Confederate flag debate at the 

University of Mississippi,” June 24, 2015.
Interviewed by Gabriel Austin of WTVA for story on “Confederate flag debate in Oxford,” June 24, 2015.

Interviewed by S.L. Price for article in Sports Illustrated titled “Mississippi,” December 1, 2014.

Interviewed by Wright Thompson for article in ESPN.com titled “A Ride Down Paradise Road: Ole Miss and State are undefeated, and Mississippi can’t explain what it all means,” October 17, 2014.

Interviewed by Jarrett Bell for article in USA Today titled “NFL Brings Shame On


‘Redskins’ Issue,” June 13, 2013.
Appeared on ESPN “30 For 30: Ghost of Ole Miss,” October, 2012.
Television Interview, by Terry Smith for the program Focus, interviewed on teaching black history with Steven Middleton chair of African American Studies at Mississippi State University, Channel 9, Tupelo, MS, January 26, 2012.
Appeared on ESPN “Images in Black,”discussed the NFL careers of Kenny Washington and Woody Strode, March 27, 2005.
Television Interview, by Brad Mitchell for the program Viewpoint, interviewed on history of African Americans in professional football, WOSU-PBS, Columbus, Ohio, November 26, 2003.
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Selected Media Appearances:


Radio Interview, by Mel Kiper of ESPN Radio, “Lack of Black Coaches in the NFL”


March 3, 2002.

Appeared on ESPN “Outside the Lines,” with Warren Moon and Jason Whitlock facilitated by Bob Lee, discussed the impact of Michael Vick as the first African American quarterback to be selected first in the NFL draft, April 22, 2001.

Appeared in video documentary, “Brothers of the Academy,” written and produced by Dr. Lee Jones, discussed various issues concerning black males in higher education, released July 2001.

Radio Interview, on publication of Outside the Lines, by Z103 fm, Columbus, Ohio, February 25, 2000.

Television Interview, by Terry Smith for the program Focus, interviewed on publication of Outside the Lines, Channel 9, Tupelo, MS, October 27, 2000.
Membership in Professional Organizations:


Member, Association for the Study of African American Life and History


Member, American Historical Association

Member, Mississippi Historical Society


Member, North American Society of Sport History


Member, National Council for Black Studies
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References for Charles K. Ross
Dr. Lee Cohen
Dean, College of Liberal Arts and

Professor of Psychology
College of Liberal Arts

103 Ventress Hall

University of Mississippi

University, MS 38677

(662) 915-7178

Dr. Noell Wilson
Chair, Department of History

Associate Professor of History and International Studies
310 Bishop Hall

University of Mississippi

University, MS 38677

(662) 915-7938

Dr. Ethel Young-Scurlock

Director, African American Studies Program
Associate Professor of English and African American Studies

W205 B Bondurant Hall
University of Mississippi
University, MS  38677

(662) 915-8814

Dr. Kirk Johnson
Associate Professor of Sociology & Anthropology, 

and African American Studies
University of Mississippi
University, MS  38677
(662) 915-5977
Dr. Glenn W. Hopkins

Emeritus Dean, College of Liberal Arts

Emeritus Professor of Mathematics

University of Mississippi  

42 Sheila Drive

Oxford, MS  38655

(662) 234-0583

